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Applicant(s} 
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3643 





" Th0 MAIUNO DATS of this communication appears on tho covr shoat with tho comspondonco address — 

Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH{S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extenstens of time m«y be avaitafale umier the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(8). tn no event however, may a reply he timely f3ed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communlcalion. 

- If the penod for i«p!y«p«c{Mabov9[s less than tMfty (30) days, a reply «^ 

• If NO pertod for reply b spedfied above, the masdmum statutory period wffl apply and wiB n^re SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the aet or eitended period (or reply will, by statute, cause the appflcatfon to become ABATO^ONED (35 US.C. % 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the maiHng date of thb communtcalion, even if Umefy fded, may reduce any 
earned potent term adjustntent See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )I3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 19 Novefnber 2003 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this 2^ptication is in condition for allowance except for fomnal iDatters. prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) i3 Clatfn(s) 1-65.67.68 and 70 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the atwve claim(s) Is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) Q aaim(s) is/are rejected. 

?)□ C!aim(s) Is/are objected to. 

8) 12 Claim(s) 1-65. 67. 68 and 70 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The dravwng(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicart may not request thai any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing she^(s) Indudirvg the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 . 1 2 1 (d). 
1 lO The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner, Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 as.C. § 119 

12)D Aclmowledgment is made of a daim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)DAII b)D Some *c)n None of: 

1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Ceitffied copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the irtternationaf Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) □ Notice of RefererKes Cited (PT0^2) 4) □ tntenriew Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ NoUce of Oraftspwson'* Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper NoCsyMail Date. . 

3) □ Irrfofmatten Disclosure Statement(e) (PTO*1449 or PTC¥S8>08) 5) O Notice of Informal Patent Appltcfi&m (PTO-152) 

P^ No(8VMai Dtf 0 . 6) □ Other . 
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Art Unit: 3643 

The amendment filed on 11 -19-2003 have been considered, as a result, the 
election of species requirement has been withdrawn. However, an additional election of 
species requirement is deemed to be proper 

Election of Species 

This application contains daims directed to more than one species of the generic 
invention. These species are deemed to lack unity of invention because they are not so 
linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 1 3.1 . 

The species are as foliovt^: 

Species I. claim 22. 

Species II. claim 24 

Species III, claim 27, and 30-32. 

Species IV. claim 28. 

Species V, daims 34. 35 and 47. 

Spedes Vi. daims 36 and 37. 

Species VII, dalm 38. 

Species Vill, daim 39 and 40. 

Species IX, daims 41 and 42. 

Spedes X. daim 43. 

Spedes XI. daim 44. 

Species XII. daim 45. 

Species Xlil, daim 46. 

Spedes XIV. daims 48-57. 67. 68 and 70. 
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Species XV, daim 60. 
Species XVi, daim 62, 
Species XVII, daim 64. 

Applicant is required, in reply to this acticai, to elect a single spedes to which the 
dainrs shall be restricted if no generic daim is finally held to be allowable. The reply 
must also Identify the dalms readable on the elected spedes. induding any daims 
subsequently added. An argument that a daim is allowable or that all daims are 
generic is considered non-responsive unless accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic daim. applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of daims to additional spedes which are written in dependent form or otherwise indude 
all the lirretations of an allowed generic daim as provided by 37 CFR 1 .141 . if daims 
are added after the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the 
elected spedes. MPEP § 809.02(a). 

The daims are deemed to correspond to the spedes listed above in the followina 
manner: 

Spedes I indudes a means for controlled feeding of an animal to automatically 
recognize whether the aninnal Is provided with a spedfic amount of feed. 

Spedes II Indudes a means for direding the animal toward one of the outlets doors 
comprising a tumable fence. 

Species III indudes a means for automatically separating and/or isolating an identified 
anirral is a locate within the movable hut. 

Species IV indudes a means for controlling the content of subcutaneous fat on selected 
areas of an identified animal. 

Species V Indudes a mud hole. 

Species VI indudes a mud hole in con*ination with a draining means. 
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Species VII indudes a mud hole in combination with a means for adding liquid. 
Species VIII indudes a movable mud hole. 

Spedes IX indudes fadlitl^ for slaughtering the animals is positioned within or in dose 
proximity to the fenced In open air field area. 

Spedes X Indudes fadlities for slaughtering the animals and a means for collecting the 
waste from the slaughtering fadlities. 

Spedes XI indudes a means for detecting and selecting an aninel ready for 
slaughtering. 

Spedes XII indudes a certain amount of animals. 

Spedes XIII indudes the fenced In field area is no less than 10 square meter per animal 
in the system. 

Spedes XIV indudes a plurality of endosures. 

Spedes XV Indudes measuring the sWn of a porker via infra red radiation from the 
animal. 

Spedes XVI indudes adjusting the amount of feed fed to each porker based on the air 
temperature. 

Spedes XVII indudes separating a porker in response to the detemnlned temperature of 
said porker. 

Claims 1 -21 , 23. 25, 26, 29. 33, 58. 59, 61 . 63. 65 and 68 are antidpated or lack 
inventive step over the Prior Art of Record, and therefore, lack a spedal technical 
feature and are not gieneric 

The following clalm(s) are generic: No daims appear to be generic 

The spedes listed above do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PC I 
Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2. the spedes lack the same or corresponding 
special technical features for the following reasons: Each of the spedes listed above 
contain a spedal technical feature which is not daimed in any of the remaining spedes 
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A telephone call was made to Mr Iver Cooper on 02-23-2004 to request an oral 
election to the above restriction requirenrent, but did not result in an election being 
made. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the Invention to be examined even though the requirennent be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas Price whose telephone number is 703-308- 
2694. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30a.m. 
to 5:00p.m., 

If attempts to reach ttie exan^ner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Poon can be reached on 703-308-2574. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). a /} 
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^^^^ TO <^EASE SUPPLYING COPIES OF CITED 0 S PATENT 
REFERENCES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS. AND PILOT TO EvjiuATE THE 
ALTERNATIVE OF PROVIDING ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO SUCH U S PATENT 

REFERENCES 



Summary 



J^^c^^fS^. I"*"""^ ^^'^ ^^^'^ «^ "SPTO> P'^* in 'he near fu.urc to: 

(I) cease ma. hng cop.es of U.S. patenls and U.S. patent application publications (US patent 

mtemalional application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and those made during 

^ll^ZTfTT^""'"^'' ^'""^"'^ '^^^ «»"vcnien: downloading 

ca^bility of Ihe US patent references cited in an Office action via the Off.cc-s private Patent 
Apphcat.on Infomiafon Retrieval (PAIR) system which has a new feature called "E PaSt 

SticTan tc.! rrt"f '''''' ^^''^-S- P'^'^"* with O^ce aS. the 

Office shall test the fe^ibihty of the E-Patem Reference feature by conducting a two-monlh oMot 
project starting w,th Office actions mailed after December 1 . 2003 The Office shaTevite the 

(www.USPTO.pov ) and in the Patent Official Gazette (O.G.). In order to use the new E Patent 

Soffi"""* "''r °' *^ O""'" '° ^««» copies "u s palt 
^iSil . . ' "^T"-^' '^^"^ ^ ^ <=«rtificate from the o£ 

ciwtomer number. The pilot project does not involve or affect the current Office practice of 
supplying paper copies.of foreign patent documents and non-patent literature with OffiS 2tions 
PapCT copies of references will continue to be provided by the USPTO for search andS^t^ 

lor reexamination proceedings. ^ 
References °^ Electronic Access to Cited U.S. Patent 

On December I 2003, the Office will make available a new feature. E- Patent Reference in the 
Office s pri vate PAIR system, to allow more convenient downloading of U.S. patents a^d U S 

toSL^h? H "° ""'"."Hr V,?' ^'"^^ » user ofpnVarPAm 

to download some or all of the U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications cited by an 
examiner on fom, PTO-892 in Office actions, as well as U.S. patents anS U.S. pat^t a^licatSn 
publications submitted by applicants on fom. PTO/SB08 (1449) as pan of an IDS^fe^S 
of some or alt of the documents may be performed in one downloading step with the documents 
encoded as Adobe Portable Document fomiat (.pdQ files, which is an LprLrneJoverTe 
current page-by-pagc rctncval capability from other USPTO systems. 



Theroafter** ^''^ ^^"^ Reference Feature During the Pilot Project and 



Access to pnvaie PAIR is required to utilise E-Patent Reference. If you don't already have 
acc«s to pnvatc PAIR, the Office urges practitioners, and applicants not represented by a 
Fn'^i' '"liV^"^?^'' *I P«^«* to obtain a no<ost USPTO Public Key 
oeS^ST "'S^'^''*- » customer n»„ber. associate a^l of t^eir 

Uu^Vl W''f«'o«fi''ngs with their customer number, install no<ost software 
^uppUed by the Office) required to access private PAIR and E.Patent Reference feanT and 

d.g«a l cert.f.cate are available at the Office's Elecuonic Business Center (EBC) web page a^- 

lBfS*,^"tT/7 "*'"P'"« "'•^ Customer Number Request fom». PTO- 

f® hy www.uspta poWweb/fopns^shni?5 pdf . The completed fomi can ihcn be 

S on tJe tZ u '"^ '^^ ^""^^ ^^'^^ 308-2840. or mailed ,o the 

Jumhcr ^ i h T ^ * o' P^'«"' ^g""*. then your registration 

"^^^^'f t^'th your customer number. This is accomplished bv Sding your 

CMtomer number with an application is described at the EBC web pa^e af 
http://www.usDto.gov/fthf7t eeistratiQn pair • * 

The E.Patent Reference featiire will be accessed using a new button on the private PAIR screen 

oCerlTnS:?r" '- 'Tn"^ '^P"'*- publication refotJiJ^wTi;^" 

available over the Internet usmg the Office's new E^Patcnt Reference feature The size of the 

be^S^ LZ'?'*"/*" ^-P**'*"' ^ down oa^tim <L 

be estuDated Applicants and registered practitioners can select to download all of the references 

uS?S w IMn Portable Document Format (.pdO files. For a limited penod oflime Se 
USPTO will include a copy of this notice with Office actions to encourage applicants to usMhis 

?:rd"u:^Tie';r^dra^^^'^^^^ 
R^ctrc=^^^^^ 

app .cation pubhcat.on references. While copies of U.S. patent and U.S. paT4 appSn 
pubhca ,on references cited by examiners will continue to be mailed with OfHcc aS during 
Oie pilot project, applicanls are encouraged to use the private PAIR and the E-Patent Refecnw 
feanire to electronically access and download cited U.S. patent and U.S. pa.eni aXtioT 
pub .cat,on references so the Office will be able to objectively evaluate its pellance The 

E^S^em '"^T" '0 ^he Office on the'usability anj'^e S^^nce of the 

E-Patent Reference feature dunng the pilot. Further, during the pilot period registered 
prachtionen; and applicants not represented by a practitioner, ari encouraged ifexTeriment with 
the feature, develop a proficiency in using the feature, and establish new imemi proc«^es foT 

?o Ittictrr "''r'J' ^- P''*^"'* ^ P««nt application publications" pr»lre 
for the ant,c,paled ccssat.on of ,he cunent Office practice of supplying copies of such ci.«l 
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references. The OfTice plans to continue to provide access to the E-Paient Reference feature 
dunng lU evaluation of the pilot- 



Comments 



CbDunenis concerning the E-Patcnt Reference feature should be in writing and directed to the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at the USPTO by electronic mail at eRffcrenci^^ n 
by facsunile tp (703) 308-2840. Conunents will be posted and made avliiSSS?*^ 



f posted and made available for public 
dtntheevaii 

comments should be submitted in writing by January 15, 2004. 



or 



^ZTr^ to specific applications should be sent to the Technology Centers- 

custom^ scn..ce centers. Conunents concerning digital certificates, customer Sumb^^and 

(EEC) at the USPTO by facsimile at (703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspio.gov. 
implementation after Pilot 

Office «ol°,!: '^ '^"t'***'"-. P"'"*"''*^" '>f » ''"«««?"ent notice as indicated above, the 
Office expects to implemeni .ts plan to cease mailing paper copies of U.S. patent references cited 
dunng exam,na„on of non provisional applications on or after February 2. 2004 UhTu J^cSS 
of cted foreign patent documents, as well as non-patcnl literature. «/m sti I be maib^^^^^^ 
applicant until such time as substantially ali applications have been s^a^ed i^to IF W 

For Further Information Contact 

I^JS? "'fo"nat'on on the operation of the IFW system can be found on the USPTO website 
i^^'^f'^'^'Y'^^^^^ Comments concerrung L E-P ^enT 

EBC h^^^^^ °f ^y^t- ^''O"'^ be directed 

Nicholas P. Godici 
Commissioner for Patents 
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